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February 9, 2023 

Secretary Pete Buttigieg 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

@c.nc,nn,t, "'111 •tJ,(-)\f 
altafiber 

RE: Support for Covington Central Riverfront Development (former IRS site) Grant Application 

Please accept this letter of support from altafiber for the City of Covington, Kentucky's 
Covington Central Riverfront development project. 

altafiber is a regional internet service provider and technology solutions company with business 
and residential service in Northern Kentucky. altafiber has been providing services to the city of 
Covington for over 100 years. In 2020, altafiber entered a partnership with the City of 
Covington and Covington Independent Public Schools to address the digital divide through 
public Wi-Fi and fiber expansion to underserved neighborhoods. The initiative, Covington 
Connect, has been a demonstrated success with 58,240 Wi-Fi registrations and 1.42 million 
Wi-Fi sessions since January of 2021. 

altafiber enthusiastically supports the development of the Covington Central Riverfront 
Development and intends to continue our partnership with the City of Covington through fiber 
infrastructure investment, ensuring the site is equipped with high-speed and state of the art 
technology options. This infrastructure will lay the groundwork for expansion of Covington 
Connect, ensuring that residents have sufficient access to Wi-Fi throughout all of Covington's 
neighborhoods. altafiber is committed to addressing digital equity within our service area 
through public-private partnerships. 

Additionally, altafiber will work with City of Covington to integrate smart city technology for 
transportation planning including measuring impacts on vehicular, bicycle, and pedestrian 
volume in and around the site. The traffic data will provide valuable insights for the City of 
Covington as they embark on the redevelopment of the Brent Spence Bridge. 

If you would like additional information about our support, please contact Dan Mazza, Sr. 
Director of Sales, (513) 235-1256. 

Dfb~ 
altafiber, Sr. Director of Sales 
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RE: Support for Covington Central Riverfront 
Development (former IRS site) Grant Application 
 

Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 
 

Please accept this letter of support from Aviatra 
Accelerators for the City of Covington, Kentucky’s 
Covington Central Riverfront development project. 
 

Aviatra Accelerators has been part of the 
entrepreneurship ecosystem in Covington for many years 
and is a recipient of financial support from the City. We 
highly value this partnership and are thrilled to be part of 
the ongoing renaissance of the downtown.  
 
The development of the Central Riverfront is adjacent to 
our neighborhood and will enhance the vibrant 
combination of residential and commercial properties 
here. Our accelerator supports women entrepreneurs and 
the increased foot traffic created in the redeveloped area 
will greatly benefit the many woman-owned businesses 
nearby.   
 

Sincerely, 

 
Jill Morenz 
President/CEO  
Aviatra Accelerators 
 
 
 

 

 

 

01.31.23 
 

Secretary Pete Buttigieg 
U.S. Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

 
Aviatra Accelerators 

114 W. Pike Street 
Covington, KY 41011 





112 W Pike St  
Covington KY 41011  
hey@bluenorthky.com 
 

January 25, 2023 
 
Secretary Pete Buttigieg 
U.S. Department of Transportation  
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
RE: Support for Covington Central Riverfront Development (former IRS site) Grant Application 
 
Please accept this letter of support from Blue North for the City of Covington, Kentucky’s Covington 
Central Riverfront development project. 
 
Blue North is the Kentucky Innovation Hub for the 11 counties of Northern Kentucky, which includes the 
City of Covington in Kenton County.  As a KY Innovation Hub, our role is to unite universities, established 
companies and industry sectors, entrepreneurs, business accelerator and incubator programs and many 
other public and private entities to best serve business founders across Northern Kentucky.  Covington is 
the heartbeat of our entrepreneurial and creative communities in NKY and the home of many of the 
startups and small businesses that we support  in our work. 
 
There are a few elements that make this project so important to us: 

1.) Safety:  Our region heavily focuses on women entrepreneurs.  When we ask them why they 
choose NKY versus other parts of our region, safety is at the top of their list  

2.) Economic Competitiveness and Opportunity:  Our entrepreneurs are tired of being told they 
can’t build their business in a “flyover state” or that they need to leave their home in order to 
raise capital.  This project will show why we are all betting on Northern Kentucky. 

3.) Innovation:  Every company that we support is based on innovation – whether that is venture 
like Bexion Pharmaceuticals aiming to cure cancer or a startup like Better Blend that is making a 
tastier and better for you protein shake.  Innovators want to be surrounded by other innovators 
and this project will be a beacon for the innovation in the Midwest. 

 
If you would like additional information about our support, please contact Dave Knox, Executive Director 
of Blue North at dave@bluenorthky.com or 513-658-0868.   
 
To use the words of their own Economic Development Manifesto, Covington is “the bold side of the 
river, where timelessness meets the ventures of tomorrow.”  The vision the city has laid for this 
property is a once in a generation opportunity and I appreciate any support you can lend. 
 
Thank you,  

 
Dave Knox 
Blue North, Executive Director 

mailto:dave@bluenorthky.com
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February 21, 2023   
 
Secretary Pete Buƫgieg 
U.S. Department of TransportaƟon 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC  20590 
 
Re: Support for Covington Central Riverfront Development Grant ApplicaƟon 
 
Dear Mr. Secretary, 
 
This leƩer is intended to support Covington, Kentucky’s Central Riverfront Development Project. I am the 
Judge ExecuƟve (county execuƟve) in Campbell County, a Kentucky county home to Newport, 
immediately adjacent to Covington on its east side.  The health, vitality and success of Covington has a 
profound effect on my consƟtuents. We are not only neighbors, but our economies are built to 
compliment each other in a cooperaƟon that benefits us both. 
 
In my county, Newport has a billion dollar project called OvaƟon that has constructed several hundred 
million dollars of infrastructure and buildings to date. We expect the development at the former IRS site 
in Covington to not only be a tremendous asset to our enƟre region, but also to add dramaƟcally to the 
momentum both Newport and Covington have achieved in recent years. With the transportaƟon 
obstacle that the recently approved Brent Spence Bridge project removed, pent up demand in our area 
and parƟcularly in these two inner ciƟes, is freed to become reality. Our community is taking full 
advantage of the opportunity the bridge investment represents. 
 
The Covington Central Riverfront Project is a giant step in the right direcƟon, for all of us. We would be 
happy to share further details about our support for the Covington effort and how our ambiƟons 
dovetail with it. We believe that in finding ways to be helpful with this project, you are helping to shape 
our regional future. 
 
  
Best, 

 

 
Steve Pendery 
Campbell County Judge Executive 
 











 

1203 Walnut Street, 4th Floor | Cincinnati, OH 45202 | p 513.621.4400 | f 513.621.5900 | www.3cdc.org 

2/3/2023 
 
Secretary Pete Buttigieg 
U.S. Department of Transportation  
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
RE: Support for Covington Central Riverfront Development (former IRS site) Grant Application 
 
Please accept this letter of support from Cincinnati Center City Development Corp. (3CDC) for the City of 
Covington, Kentucky’s Covington Central Riverfront development project. 
 
3CDC is a non-profit, real estate development and finance organization focused on strategically revitalizing 
Cincinnati's urban core in partnership with the City of Cincinnati and the Cincinnati corporate community. The 
organization’s work is specifically focused on the Central Business District and in Over-the-Rhine, where 3CDC 
has completed $1.7 billion in redevelopment projects over the past 19 years. 
 
Based on this experience, 3CDC has seen first-hand how a significant investment and development project like 
this can entirely change a community. This project has the potential to be catalytic for the entire region, 
providing an additional connection between Northern Kentucky and the region’s major employment center in 
Downtown Cincinnati.  
 
As 3CDC continues its development work in Cincinnati’s urban core, it is essential that our region be connected. 
This project has the potential to improve access to jobs, healthcare, grocery stores, schools, places of worship, 
areas of recreation, and parks. The strengthening of the economy in Northern Kentucky makes our entire region 
stronger, and the additional jobs that will be created, along with new residents and visitors that will eventually 
be attracted to this mixed-use development will help support the work we’re actively carrying out across the 
Ohio River.  
 
We would be happy to share additional details about our support for this project.  Please contact Joe 
Rudemiller (jrudemiller@3CDC.org) for additional information, if needed.  
 
The size and location of this property, and Covington’s vision for it as laid out in conceptual drawings, should 
leave no doubt of its importance. Generations from now, this will be a core part of Covington’s identity, and will 
indeed strengthen our region.  
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
 
Stephen G. Leeper 
President & CEO 

mailto:jrudemiller@3CDC.org
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February 1, 2023 
 
Secretary Pete Buttigieg 
U.S. Department of Transportation  
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg,  
 
The Cincinnati USA Regional Chamber enthusiastically supports the Covington Central Riverfront development project RAISE 
grant application submitted by the City of Covington, Kentucky.  
 
On behalf of our thousands of members across the Cincinnati regions on both sides of the Ohio river, the Chamber developed 
The Connected Region, a vision for the future of mobility and urban development in our region.  As part of that plan, we are 
committed to advocating for projects that connect more people to jobs, education, health care and all that our region has to 
offer. Covington’s plans to redevelop the former IRS site fit squarely into that vision. 
 
Developing walkable, urban communities in the heart of our region will be catalytic to driving business growth and economic 
vibrancy in Covington and beyond.  The Chamber is committed to advocating for projects and policies like this one that help 
create more connected communities. 
 
With the passage of the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA), our region finally has the opportunity to seek federal 
funding for a myriad of projects that meaningfully improve our community’s built environment.  The recent announcement of 
funds for the Brent Spence Bridge corridor, which sits just to the west of this development site, is an example of how we can 
connect local, state, and federal dollars to transform our community. 
 
Thank you for your consideration of the City of Covington’s application.  We appreciate you giving it due consideration and 
believe that you will find it worthy of awarding funds. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Jill P. Meyer 
CEO 





https://www.covingtonky.gov/Portals/covingtonky/8115_00-CCR---Option-5-Development-Summary_Media-Kit---White-Bar.jpg
https://www.covingtonky.gov/Portals/covingtonky/8115_00-CCR---Option-5-Development-Summary_Media-Kit---White-Bar.jpg
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191  PEACHTREE STREET NE,  SUITE 2400  TEL 404 237 2000 
ATLANTA,  GEORGIA 30303-1770   FAX 404 237 0276 

January 30, 2023 
 
Secretary Pete Buttigieg 
U.S. Department of Transportation  
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
RE: Support for Covington Central Riverfront Development (former IRS site) Grant 
Application 
 
Cooper Carry enthusiastically supports the Covington Central Riverfront development 
project submitted by the City of Covington, Kentucky.  
 
Cooper Carry’s Urban Design + Planning Studio designs and implements innovative urban 
design solutions. We are conveners who advocate for a quality public realm, connecting 
people to place and creating equitable solutions for all. Cooper Carry has worked with real 
estate firms, developers, public agencies, and towns to plan and design vibrant places. In 
2019, we were selected to develop the Covington Central Riverfront Master plan. Working 
with the City and citizens of Covington, we master planned the former IRS site into a master 
plan for a vibrant mixed-use environment. 
 
Cooper Carry believes by transforming the vacant site into a mixed-use environment, it will 
greatly improve the quality of life for residents.  Also, a guiding principle of the Covington 
Central Riverfront Master Plan focused on promoting community connectivity. This 
connectivity is achieved by creating physical connections through infrastructure back into 
the fabric of Downtown, while also providing meaningful connections to the Ohio River. 
Another hallmark of our masterplan relied on implementation and ensuring economic 
competitiveness and opportunities through a mix of uses that translates to diversity of 
employment opportunities for the community.  
 
We would be happy to share additional details about our support for this project. Please 
reach out to, Nicolia Robinson, AICP, Principal of Urban Design and Planning Studio at 
Cooper Carry, nicoliarobinson@coopercarry.com. 
 
The size and location of this property, and our vision for it as laid out in conceptual 
drawings, should leave no doubt of its importance. Generations from now, this will be a core 
part of Covington’s identity. We not only want but also need you to have a hand in shaping 
that.  
 
Thank you,  

 
Nicolia Robinson, AICP 
Principal 
Cooper Carry 

mailto:nicoliarobinson@coopercarry.com
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1034 Russell Street  THANKS FOR COMING OUT! 

Covington, KY 41011 

513-309-7461 

www.covingtonstreethockeyleague.com 

 

February 24, 2023 

 

Secretary Pete Buttigieg 

U.S. Department of Transportation  

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 

Washington, DC 20590 

 

RE: Support for Covington Central Riverfront Development (former IRS site) Grant Application 

 

The Covington Street Hockey League (CSHL) enthusiastically supports the Covington Central 

Riverfront development project submitted by the City of Covington, Kentucky.  

 

Five years ago, what started as a small group of hockey lovers playing weekly pick-up games in a 

city parking lot is now a six-teams strong, non-profit, 1,000 member organization focused on the 

growth of our City.  

 

The Leagues original goal was to promote hockey, but quickly became a civic club dedicated to 

Covington and Northern KY.  We are focused on completing clean-up projects, sponsoring special 

events for kids and adults and assisting with City sponsored events (shred day, household 

hazardous waste collection, etc).  We also sell CSHL merchandise and concessions at area festivals 

in an effort to raise the funds needed to continue to support our league as well as give back to 

the community we love.  We have also participated in 3 Barstool Sports (Spittin Chicklets) events 

throughout the country (Las Vegas, Detroit and Buffalo), which allowed us to get the City of 

Covington name out across the nation. 

 

We have raised over $90,000 since our inception and invested over $28,000 into our new hockey 

rink located at Barb Cook Park.  We have also invested our earnings by purchasing 40 pairs of 

new inline skates, gloves, helmets and sticks for anyone who wants to play hockey at our rink, 

partnered with the Cincinnati Cyclones to bring hockey to the neighboring youth, conducted 3 

very successful Christmas toy drives for Be Concerned (Covington based People Pantry), assisted 

with organizing and participating in our yearly Pride weekend in Covington and Cincinnati, 

performed many community clean-ups throughout Covington, hosted 3 block parties per year for 

the Community and worked with Covington Independent Schools after school programs to add 

to their options of activities.  The City of Covington has been – and will continue to be – our 

partner in providing free hockey and gear to young people and to promote our beloved 

community.   We also have sponsorships from local breweries and businesses that have helped 

us reach our goals. 



 

1034 Russell Street  THANKS FOR COMING OUT! 

Covington, KY 41011 

513-309-7461 

www.covingtonstreethockeyleague.com 

 

The Covington Central Riverfront project is going to be a game changer for the City of Covington, 

and we envision utilizing the public green space, sponsoring events, and partnering with the City’s 

Parks and Recreation and Public Works staff to serve the City’s youth and promote the COV.  

 

If you would like additional information about our support of this very important project, please 

contact me at 513-309-7461 or tacri@orourkewrecking.com.  You can also visit our webpage at 

www.covingtonstreethockeyleague.com.   

 

Thank you for your consideration,  

 

 

 

Tim Acri 

Executive Director, Covington Street Hockey League 

tacri
Image
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Trey Grayson
February 1, 2023

Secretary Pete Buttigieg

U.S. Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE

Washington, DC 20590



RE: Support for Covington Central Riverfront Development (former IRS site) Grant Application



To Whom It May Concern:



Please accept this letter of support from Horizon Community Funds of Northern Kentucky for the City of Covington, Kentucky’s Covington Central Riverfront development project.



Horizon Community Funds is a community foundation whose mission is to unite resources to raise the quality of life of all members of the Northern Kentucky community.  Horizon Community Funds partners with local donors, nonprofit organizations, companies, and government units to increase the vibrancy of the Northern Kentucky community.  Currently, the community foundation partners with the City of Covington to support its system of parks through the Covington Parks Fund, a component fund of Horizon Community Funds.



The RAISE Grant opportunity will help to further improve the vibrant and thriving culture of the City of Covington, as well as the Northern Kentucky region, through its focus on increased safety, environmental sustainability, quality of life, and economic opportunity.  Additionally, with the recent announcement of the Brent Spence Bridge investment, the newly established Riverfront Commons project that connects Covington with other riverfront cities, will leverage local funding provided by private philanthropy through the Riverfront Commons Fund at Horizon Community Funds.



If you would like additional information about our support, please contact Nancy Grayson at ngrayson@horizonfunds.org or 859.757.1552.



The size and location of this property, and our vision for it as laid out in conceptual drawings, should leave no doubt of its importance. Generations from now, this will be a core part of Covington’s identity. Your investment in the Covington community will pay dividends for generations to come. 



Thank you, 







Nancy Grayson

President & CEO

Horizon Community Funds of Northern Kentucky







 Ironworkers Local 44            Cincinnati Ohio    1125 Victory Place Hebron, KY 41048 

Ironworkers Union Local #44 
1125 Victory Place         (859) 586-2100      Hebron, KY 41048 

Fax# (859) 586-0862 
International Association of Bridge Structural and Ornamental Ironworkers Union Local 44 

Steel Erectors, Fabricators and Riggers Association 

Cincinnati Ohio Ironworkers Since 1905 

       

February 16, 2023 

Secretary Pete Buttigieg 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

RE: Support for Covington Central Riverfront Development (former IRS site) Grant Application 

Dear Sir, 

Kentucky’s Covington Central Riverfront development project. We strongly believe this grant to help to 
revitalize the river community of Covington, Ky. Our members both live and work in this area each and every 
week. We have strong support from Mayor Joe Meyer and trust he will see to it the Union Trades are involved 
in this project. Many of the surrounding buildings have been constructed by our members and we would love 
the chance to continue to build this city.  

We also feel the Department of Transportation involvement will open the door for the setting of a fair 
prevailing wage. These wages will serve to lift many in the region up from poverty level they currently may 
find themselves at. It will create an opportunity to learn a career in construction that will last a lifetime. This 
project along with the current expansion of the Brent Spence Bridge will ensure 10 years’ worth of work in this 
area alone and spur growth in the entire Tri-state.  

The size and location of this property plus the vision for it as laid out in conceptual drawings should leave no 
doubt of its importance. Mayor Joe Meyer has always has been a strong supporter in working families and this 
project is another example of that. This will be a core part of Covington’s identity for generations to come. We 
not only support this project but want to have a hand in shaping it.  

If you wish to speak further on this project or have any questions I can assist with, feel free to reach out to me 
at 513-207-4930 or by email at davebakeronline@gmail.com.  

In Solidarity 

David Baker 
Business Manager/FS-T 
Ironworkers Local 44 – Cincinnati, OH 

Robert Barker President 
David R. Baker Business Manager/FS-T 
Jarrod Tiemeier Business Agent/Organizer 

mailto:davebakeronline@gmail.com
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Governor 

CABINET FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

Old Capitol Annex 
300 West Broadway 

Frankfort, Kentucky 40601 
Jeff Noel 

 Secretary 

January 31, 2023 

Secretary Pete Buttigieg 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

RE:  Support for Covington Central Riverfront Development (former IRS site) Grant Application 

Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 

Please accept this letter of support from the Kentucky Cabinet for Economic Development (the 
“Cabinet”) for the City of Covington, Kentucky’s Covington Central Riverfront development project. 
The loss of jobs at the project site resulting from the closure of an Internal Revenue Service operation 
has impacted all Northern Kentucky. To ensure the 23-acre site is returned to productive use, 
Covington and its partners have tirelessly worked during the last few years to redevelop the site and 
thus stimulate community and economic development in the area. 

As the primary state agency in Kentucky encouraging job creation and business investment, the 
Cabinet works to attract new industries and assist existing companies to grow and expand. The 
availability of additional project sites for economic development projects cannot be underestimated 
in our efforts to ensure access to economic opportunity is a reality for all of those calling Kentucky 
home. 

Northern Kentucky is an important economic region in the state of Kentucky. The region is home to 
a number of core industries including automotive manufacturing, aerospace manufacturing, financial 
services, medical research and healthcare, and supply chain operations among others. The Covington 
Central Riverfront Development project is a linchpin in the regional community and economic 
development efforts in Northern Kentucky and would create additional economic competitiveness 
and opportunity in the region.  

As a supporter of this project, the Cabinet respectfully requests consideration of this application. 
Should you require additional information about how this project impacts the Cabinet’s economic 
development efforts in the region, please do not hesitate to contact us. 

Sincerely, 

Jeff Noel 
Secretary 



EDUCATION AND LABOR CABINET

Andy Beshear     Jamie Link 

Governor                                            Secretary  

An Equal Opportunity Employer M/F/D 

Mayo-Underwood Building 
500 Mero Street, 3rd Floor 
Frankfort, Kentucky 40601 

502-564-3070 

January 31, 2023 

Secretary Pete Buttigieg 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

RE: Support for Covington Central Riverfront Development (former IRS site) Grant Application 

Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 

The Education and Labor Cabinet enthusiastically supports the Covington Central Riverfront (CCR) development project 
submitted by the City of Covington, Kentucky.  

Our Cabinet supports the project for a few reasons.  The CCR project is key to helping Northern Kentucky to redefine its 
economic competitiveness and opportunity with the loss of the IRS data processing center.  The project will be an 
economic driver that will stimulate greater levels of investment, partnership and collaboration in the community. 
Further, Northern Kentucky and its economic vitality is inextricably linked to the Cincinnati Metropolitan Statistical Area 
(MSA) which includes seven counties in Northern Kentucky.  Kentuckians need to move and connect efficiently and 
effectively within the MSA and this project will support doing so.   

The Department of Workforce Development and the Northern Kentucky Local Workforce Board are committed to 
developing the emerging workforce and helping upskill the existing workforce to meet the economic development 
needs of the region and will be partnering to support this project at every stage of development. 

If you would like additional information about our support, please feel free to contact me at: beth.brinly@ky.gov or 
502.564.1817. 

The size and location of this property, and our vision for it as laid out in conceptual drawings, should leave no doubt of 
its importance. Generations from now, this will be a core part of Covington’s identity. We not only want but also need 
you to have a hand in shaping that.  

Sincerely, 

/S/ Beth A. Brinly 

Beth A. Brinly 
Deputy Secretary 

mailto:beth.brinly@ky.gov






Kentucky Small Business Development Center University of Kentucky

330 East Main St., Suite 210

Lexington, KY 40507

Phone: 859.257.7668

www.kentuckysbdc.com

January 17, 2023

Secretary Pete Buttigieg
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

RE: Support for Covington Central Riverfront Development (former IRS site) Grant Application

Please accept this letter of support from the Kentucky Small Business Development Center (SBDC) that
enthusiastically supports the Covington Central Riverfront development project submitted by the City of
Covington, Kentucky.

The Kentucky SBDC has been assisting the Commonwealth’s small business community for over 41
years. As a seasoned, nationally accredited federally funded and state mandated program, the Kentucky
SBDC strategically partners with successful economic development entities throughout Kentucky to
generate new business growth, increase employment opportunities and sustain a healthy
entrepreneurial ecosystem.

One of our most valued partnerships for the last several years has been with the City of Covington. With
service centers statewide and an experienced and knowledgeable staff, the Kentucky SBDC provides
unparalleled business coaching, consulting, and training services that help existing business owners and
potential entrepreneurs succeed. The City of Covington SBDC is one of the highest performing centers in
our network.

In closing, the Kentucky SBDC strongly supports the Covington Central Riverfront development project
submitted by the City of Covington, Kentucky and we are confident of the success and benefits that will
be realized by this economic development project.

If you would like additional information about our support, please contact me, Kristina Joyce, Kentucky
SBDC State Director at kjoyce@uky.edu or 1 859 257 7744.

Thank you,

Kristina Joyce
State Director 

Kristina Joyce Digitally signed by Kristina Joyce
Date: 2023.01.17 13:50:50 -05'00'





   Commonwealth of Kentucky 

STEPHANIE A. DIETZ 

STATE REPRESENTATIVE  

February 2, 2023 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 

Secretary of Transportation 

U.S. Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Avenue, S.E.  

Washington, D.C. 20590 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

I am writing in support for the City of Covington, Kentucky’s Covington Central Riverfront development 

project application. The city is applying for the maximum $25 million grant from the Rebuilding American 

Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) program from the US Department of Transportation 

to leverage $80 million in public infrastructure. 

This project will create a public square in Covington where visitors can soak in and enjoy the city’s unique 

character and create economic opportunity for both workers and businesses that were lost. The award of 

RAISE grant money will send development of this project into warp speed and help Covington, the region, 

and Kentucky continue to grow as a destination for tourism, economic development, and to enjoy life. 

Thank you for your time and consideration of City of Covington’s RAISE application for this critical project 

to improve safety and connectivity in northern Kentucky.    

Sincerely, 

Stephanie A. Dietz 

State Representative 

SAD/jl 

502-564-8100 ext. 57973 
1-800-372-7181 

Stephanie.Dietz@lrc.ky.gov  

65th LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT 
702 Capitol Avenue 
Capitol Annex Room 316 
Frankfort, KY 40601 

mailto:Stephanie.Dietz@lrc.ky.gov






333 Madison Avenue 
Covington, KY 41011 
P 859.431.2075 

Learning-grove.org 

February 20, 2023 

Secretary Pete Buttigieg 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

RE: Support for Covington Central Riverfront Development (former IRS site) Grant Application 

Dear Secretary Buttigieg, 

I am writing to express enthusiastic support for the Covington Central Riverfront development 
project submitted by the City of Covington, Kentucky.  

Learning Grove is a nonprofit corporation that has served Covington and northern Kentucky 
families and their children for more than 45 years with high quality childcare and learning. In 
fact, we operated a childcare center on this redevelopment site on behalf of IRS and other 
federal employees under contract with the General Services Administration. The center 
continues to serve the children of area residents and workers. Learning Grove also coaches high 
school students in preparing for post-secondary education and career, again with a special 
commitment to serving students from Covington and the other urban cities.  

Covington’s central redevelopment plans will generate a mix of residential, commercial, and 
retail uses enhanced with public park-like space that take advantage of the site’s proximity to 
the Ohio River. The redevelopment is designed to be a full-service location that will become the 
most attractive place in the tri-state to live, work, play and do business. Learning Grove’s 
integral services on the site will make it even more appealing to employers, workers and 
families that locate there.  

Learning Grove’s headquarters are adjacent to the childcare center that we operate on the site, 
but Learning Grove operates centers and offers family support, after school and student 
coaching services throughout Cincinnati and northern Kentucky. We are grateful to the Biden 
administration’s support of the new I-75/71 bridge that will greatly improve travel for our 
employees and families crossing the river. 

If you would like additional information about our support, please feel free to contact me. 

Thank you, 

Shannon Starkey-Taylor 
CEO 







February 1, 2023 

Secretary Pete Buttigieg 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

RE: Support for Covington Central Riverfront Development (former IRS site) Grant Application 

The Northern Kentucky Convention and Visitors Bureau/meetNKY enthusiastically supports the 
Covington Central Riverfront development project submitted by the City of Covington, 
Kentucky.  

The Northern Kentucky CVB is the organization in the Northern Kentucky area that creates 
visitor marketing programs and generates new economic impact for the region from meetings, 
events and conventions. We work closely with the City of Covington on new development 
projects that impact the visitor economy including the promotion of the Northern Kentucky 
Convention Center located in downtown Covington adjacent to the Central Riverfront District.  

We feel this project and development is critical for Covington and our effort in marketing and 

hopefully expanding the Northern Kentucky Convention Center. We believe the Central 

Riverfront Project will provide a critical connection point for dining and entertainment for the 

convention district, give us a competitive advantage in the region with a vibrant district that 

includes access to outdoor entertainment and links the riverfront district to the soon to be built 

Brent Spence Bridge companion project allowing better access into the city core.  

If you would like additional information about our support, please contact me directly at 859-
655-4167 or via email at jkirkpatrick@meetnky.com.  

The size and location of this property, and our vision for it as laid out in conceptual drawings, 
should leave no doubt of its importance. Generations from now, this will be a core part of 
Covington’s identity. We not only want but also need you to have a hand in shaping that.  

Thank you, 

Julie Kirkpatrick, CDME President & CEO, meetNKY 

mailto:jkirkpatrick@meetnky.com


5 February 2023 

Secretary Pete Buttigieg 

U.S. Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 

Washington, DC 20590 

RE: Support for Covington Central Riverfront Development (former IRS site) Grant Application 

Northern Kentucky University’s Institute for Health Innovation and the Collaborative for 

Economic Engagement enthusiastically support the Covington Central Riverfront development 

project submitted by the City of Covington, Kentucky.  

The NKU Institute for Health Innovation (IHI) was established in 2018 to pioneer solutions to the 

health challenges facing the Northern Kentucky region. We drive change that directly addresses 

urgent unmet health needs by seizing the opportunity to work with communities, forging 

partnerships, and envisioning the future of healthcare through innovative solutions. Relevant to 

this grant application, we established Northern Kentucky Collaborative for Economic 

Engagement as the key connector for entrepreneurs, private sector leaders, investors, 

educational programs, incubators, accelerators, governmental and economic development 

organizations, and non-profits. Located in “Innovation Alley” in Covington, the Collaborative 

leverages regional agencies and programs as well as NKU’s expertise in data analytics, health, 

logistics, and entrepreneurial innovation to provide the tools that entrepreneurs need to thrive: 

resources, knowledge, and talent. And the Collaborative has been successful over the past 3 

years, we have received over $3 million in federal grant dollars to support entrepreneurship and 

innovation in the region, with a special focus on underserved communities. In that time, we have 

connected with 100s of entrepreneurs and facilitated raising more than $400 million in capital 

investments for new companies in our backyard.  

Covington played a key role in our success. Not only have they provided a rent subvention on our 

space, but they are ready partners for young companies looking to establish storefronts in the 

area. Covington leadership is committed to establishing the city as THE place in the region for 

innovation and business development. 



Additionally, the IHI is a partner on the Commonwealth’s $15 million initiative to support a 

commercial wet lab in Covington. This lab promises to be a “game-changer” for both the greater 

Cincinnati MSA and for Kentucky as a whole, for there is no such resource currently available for 

either population.  This wet lab will ensure that Covington becomes and remains a central hub 

for biotechnology and bio-health innovation and entrepreneurship 

The proposed Central Riverfront Development for Covington dovetails naturally with 

Covington’s, the Collaborative’s, and IHI’s partnerships around Innovation and Economic 

Competitiveness. In particular, expanding the availability of a mixed- use environment with 

flexibility to accommodate a changing market and a diversity of workplace environments will 

only enhance Covington’s longstanding commitment to and support of innovation and 

entrepreneurship in Northern Kentucky.  

Covington’s proposed Central Riverfront Development, coupled with the forthcoming Brent 

Spence Bridge project, will promote economic development interactions throughout the greater 

Cincinnati region by facilitating easy connections between southwest Ohio and Northern 

Kentucky – already highlighted as one of the top regions for entrepreneurship and innovation in 

the Midwest. 

If you would like additional information about our support or the role this project will play in 

shaping the future of Northern Kentucky, please feel free to contact me using the information 

above. Covington’s vision for the riverfront space leaves no doubt about its centrality for the 

exciting future that awaits our region. It is thrilling to consider that you could help accelerate this 

journey into future success. 

Thank you, 

Valerie Gray Hardcastle 

Vice-President for Health Innovation 

St. Elizabeth Healthcare Executive Director for the Institute for Health Innovation 



February 10, 2023 

Secretary Pete Buttigieg 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington D.C., 20590 

RE: Support for Covington Central Riverfront Development (former IRS site) Grant Application: 

The Northern Kentucky Pride Center enthusiastically supports the Covington Central Riverfront Development project 
submitted by the City of Covington, Kentucky. The NKY Pride Center's mission is to advance LGBTQA+ equity and 
inclusion efforts in the region by meeting the needs for community-based services and programs for LGBTQA + Northern 
Kentuckians. We worlc closely with the City of Covington in these efforts, and it is because of the City's support and 
partnership that our worlc was able to shift beyond an annual pride festival, to a brick and mortar center serving the 
Northern Kentucky LGBTQA+ community year round. 

The City of Covington is the NKY Pride Center's largest supporter, providing sponsorship for support services and 
community-building networlcing events for LGBTQA+ and ally Northern Kentuckians. The City of Covington has been 
the presenting sponsor of the NKY Pride Festival for the last several years, is the presenting sponsor of the NKY Pride 
Community Awards (since the event began four years ago), provides funding for Center programming aimed at serving 
LGBTQA+ individuals, families, and youth, and, lastly, has taken a strong stand in support ofLGBTQA+ Covingtonians 
for decades. The NKY Pride Center worlcs closely with the City to ensure best practices with.in City Hall, aligned with the 
Municipal Equality Index and we worlced with the City to pass the first ban on conversion therapy for minors in Kentucky 
in 2020. The City of Covington is a leader in LGBTQA+ inclusion not only in our region, but throughout the 
Commonwealth of Kentucky. 

The Northern Kentucky Pride Center supports the Covington Central Riverfront Development, and we intend to utilize 
that space through this partnership to further our mission of celebrating diversity, visibility, and representation. We look 
forward to continuing our partnership with the City of Covington and utilizing the Covington Central Riverfront 
Development to grow and improve our accessible, community-based services and educational and social opportunities for 
LGBTQA + Northern Kentuckians. The NKY Pride Center will continue to worlc closely with the City of Covington to 
utilize the Development as an inclusive space for diverse, cultural education and programming events. 

If you would like additional information about our support, pl~ feel free to reach out to me directly. I am happy to 
discuss the impact of this project and our support of the City of Covington. We see endless opportunities for our region 
through the Covington Central Riverfront Development 

The size and location of this property, and our vision for it as laid out in conceptual drawings, should leave no doubt of its 
importance. Generations from now, this will be a core part of Covington's identity. We not only want, but also need you 
to have a hand in shaping that. 

Thank you, 

ov~,-1..~.}··\Y) . ;l>k~-
Bonnie M. Meyer, Ph.D. 
President, NKY Pride Center 
230 W. Pike St. 
Covington, KY. 41011 
(513) 461 - 4878 



Northern Kentucky Area Development District 

22 Spiral Drive / Florence, KY 41042 

 Phone (859) 283-1885 / Fax (859) 283-8178 / TDD (859) 282-2707 

www.nkadd.org  

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Tara Johnson-Noem, Executive Director 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Serving Boone, Campbell, Carroll, Gallatin, Grant, Kenton, Owen, Pendleton Counties  

January 31, 2023 

Secretary Pete Buttigieg 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

RE: Support for Covington Central Riverfront Development (former IRS site) Grant Application 

PURPOSE SENTENCE: 
The Northern Kentucky Area Development District enthusiastically supports the Covington 
Central Riverfront development project submitted by the City of Covington, Kentucky.  

ORGANIZATION – OVERVIEW and PARTNERSHIPS: 
The NKADD is a collaboration of local Leaders and staff educating and empowering 
communities by implementing quality services through specific areas of expertise including 
aging, community development, human services, and workforce development in the Northern 
Kentucky Region. 

RELEVANT CRITERIA/REASONS FOR SUPPORT: 
First and foremost, the project will be a tremendous positive for the economic development and 
Tourism for the City of Covington and regionally. 

The NKADD believes this project will help expand the bike and pedestrian footprint for the City 
of Covington and connecting with the Northern Kentucky Riverfront Region as one community. 

CONTACT INFO:  
If you would like additional information about our support, please contact 
Jeff Thelen  859-283-8170  Jeff.thelen@nkadd.org 

CLOSING  
The size and location of this property, and our vision for it as laid out in conceptual drawings, 
should leave no doubt of its importance. Generations from now, this will be a core part of 
Covington’s identity. We not only want but also need you to have a hand in shaping that.  

Thank you,  
Jeff Thelen 
Transportation Planner 
NKADD 

http://www.nkadd.org/
mailto:Jeff.thelen@nkadd.org


300 Buttermilk Pike, Suite 330 | P.O. Box 17416 | Ft. Mitchell, KY 41017 |  www.nkychamber.com 
859.578.8800 phone |  859.578.8802 fax 

February 22, 2023 
Secretary Pete Buttigieg  
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE  
Washington, DC 20590  

RE: Support for Covington Central Riverfront Development (former IRS site) Grant Application 

Please accept this letter of support from the Northern Kentucky Chamber of Commerce for the 
City of Covington, Kentucky’s “Covington Central Riverfront development” project.  

The Northern Kentucky Chamber of Commerce is the 3rd largest Chamber of Commerce in the 
Commonwealth of Kentucky and the 2nd largest in Greater Cincinnati with 1,700 members. Our 
mission is to promote business growth and an improved economy, resulting in a better quality of 
life for all. The “Covington Central Riverfront Development” project directly serves our mission.  

It will provide a mix of land uses, including office space, hotel rooms, apartments, and 
condominiums, as well as community gathering spaces and a strengthened sense of community. 
All of which are desperately needed in our region.  Because of its proximity to the NKY Convention 
Center (located adjacent to the project), it will not only provide additional amenities for our 
businesses, residents and guests, it will also provide expansion opportunities for future growth. 

One of the most compelling aspects of this project is its location between the largest federal 
investment in Kentucky and Ohio history, (the Brent Spence Bridge Corridor project), and the 
Riverfront Commons project, which will help connect people throughout our region to multimodal 
transportation opportunities. This will be critical to the talent serving our logistics, health sciences 
and I.T. sectors surrounding this site. There isn’t a better example in the country of a project that 
could transform our collective quality of life.   

The size and location of this property, and the vision for it as laid out in conceptual drawings, 
should leave no doubt of its importance. This project will help continue to bring life back to our 
urban core and will have a tremendous economic impact on Covington and the entire Greater 
Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky region for generations to come. We need your help and support in 
making this happen. 

Feel free to contact me for additional information about our support. 

Sincerely, 

Brent Cooper  
President/CEO  
Northern Kentucky Chamber of Commerce 





300 Buttermilk Pike, Suite 332 // Ft. Mitchell, KY 41017 
Phone: 859.344.0040 // Toll Free: 888.874.3365 

www.NorthernKentuckyUSA.com 

26 January 2023 

Secretary Pete Buttigieg 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

RE: Support for Covington Central Riverfront Development (former IRS site) Grant 
Application 

The Northern Kentucky Tri-County Economic Development Corporation (Tri-ED) 
enthusiastically supports the Covington Central Riverfront development project 
submitted by the City of Covington, Kentucky, located in Kenton County. 

Tri-ED serves as the primary economic development company for Boone, Campbell, and 
Kenton counties, providing marketing, and business retention and expansion services for 
the region.  

Since its founding in 1987, Tri-ED has led the successful relocation or expansion efforts for 
746 business projects, representing more than 71,800 primary industry jobs created with 
a capital investment of more than $9 billion. 

In 2022, Tri-ED assisted 19 companies with expansions or relocations. BM2 Freight 
Services, Inc., a third-party logistics company based in Covington, is one example. BM2 is 
investing $2.3 million at Covington’s RiverCenter to lease another 8,000 square feet of 
space, creating 56 full-time jobs.  

BM2 is only blocks away from the proposed Central Riverfront development, which could 
support a mix of land  uses, including office space, hotel rooms, apartments, and 
condominiums, bringing back to life an area in the heart of downtown Covington. Possible 
plans for this walkable site also include a levee park, public plaza, and possible expansion 
of the Northern Kentucky Convention Center.  



300 Buttermilk Pike, Suite 332 // Ft. Mitchell, KY 41017 
Phone: 859.344.0040 // Toll Free: 888.874.3365 

www.NorthernKentuckyUSA.com 

Covington is within a one-day drive of more than half of the U.S. population, and I-75 is a 
major freight thoroughfare from Canada to Florida. The improvement of the I-71/I-75 
Brent Spence Bridge connecting Cincinnati and Covington, and the addition of a 
companion bridge, will only enhance accessibility.  

We would be happy to share additional details about our support for this project. Please 
reach out to Tri-ED CEO Lee Crume at LAC@NorthernKentuckyUSA.com if needed.  

The size and location of this property, and our vision for it as laid out in conceptual 
drawings, should leave no doubt of its importance. Generations from now, this will be a 
core part of Covington’s identity. We not only want you, but also need you, to have a 
hand in shaping that.  

Thank you, 

Sincerely, 

Lee A. Crume 
President & CEO 
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February 16, 2023 

Secretary Pete Buttigieg  

US Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Avenue SE 

Washington DC, 20590   

RE: Covington Central Riverfront – RAISE Grant 

Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 

As the Ohio River Way, we would like to formally offer this letter of support endorsing a 

RAISE grant request on behalf of the City of Covington for the former IRS site. The twenty 

three acre site sits on Covington’s riverfront and its renewal is an opportunity to connect a 

large urban populace to the river. The single greatest natural asset of the region is the Ohio 

River.  It and all it affords, have been largely cut off from the underserved for decades. 

Through our work, and the revitalization of large urban sites like this, the community has 

an opportunity to recast its relationship to the river with better access for all.  

The Ohio River Way connects people and communities to opportunities for adventure on 

and along the Ohio River from Portsmouth, OH to West Point, KY. In 2022, the Ohio River 

Way Mayor’s and Elected Officials Summit, hosted by Louisville Mayor Greg Fischer and 

Cincinnati Mayor Aftab Pureval, was attended by more than 70 federal, state and local 

elected officials from communities along a 275-mile stretch of the Ohio River.  The City of 

Covington, and Mayor Meyer, are founding member in that effort as they sit in the middle 

of our regional effort and wholeheartedly support the effort for reconnecting communities 

to the river.  

Through partnership and collaboration this project clearly advances the goals of the RAISE 

program by acknowledging the once in a life-time opportunity to rework the waterfront 

for the people.  

Thank you in advance for your consideration, 

Frances Kern Mennone 

Ohio River Way  

Board of Directors 
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720 E. Pete Rose Way, Suite 420 Cincinnati, Ohio 45202 | Phone: 513.621.6300 | Fax: 513.621.9325 | www.oki.org 
Serving the Counties of: Boone | Butler | Campbell | Clermont | Dearborn | Hamilton | Kenton | Warren 

     www.facebook.com/okiregional               twitter.com/okircog  

February 10, 2023 

Secretary Pete Buttigieg 
US Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE 
Washington, D.C. 20590 

RE: Support for Covington Central Riverfront Development (former IRS site) Grant Application 

Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 

On behalf of the Ohio-Kentucky-Indiana Regional Council of Governments (OKI), I am writing to express 
my enthusiastic support for the Covington Central Riverfront development project submitted by the City 
of Covington, Kentucky. As the Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) for the region, we recognize 
the unique value that this project will bring to the area once completed.  

The Covington Central Riverfront development area sits next to the Clay Wade Baily Bridge and the 
Brent Spence Bridge, a nationally significant freight corridor, and represents a major economic 
opportunity for the region. Funding from the City’s successful RAISE Grant application will support the 
infrastructure needed for the redevelopment of a former IRS processing center that closed in 2019. 

The City’s application for $25 million of RAISE grant funds makes up just a portion of the $84 million 
estimated cost to complete the site’s infrastructure improvements. OKI is confident that the resulting 
benefit to the region will surpass the project’s cost many times over. Additionally, the importance of this 
site, with its proximity to the Brent Spence Bridge corridor, cannot be overstated. The eventual 
development of the site will surely transform into a key part of Covington’s identity and an anchor for 
the area. 

Please accept this strong letter of support for the City of Covington’s 2022 RAISE grant application for 
the Covington Riverfront development area. If there is any further support I can provide, please do not 
hesitate to ask. 

Sincerely, 

Mark R. Policinski 

http://www.oki.org/
file://///okiad4/groups/Communication/Branding/www.facebook.com/okiregional












3 East Fourth Street 
Suite 301 

Cincinnati, Ohio 45202 
513.562.8474 

www.REDICincinnati.com 

February 3, 2023 

Secretary Pete Buttigieg 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

RE: Support for Covington Central Riverfront Development (former IRS site) Grant Application 

Please accept this letter of support from REDI Cincinnati for the City of Covington, Kentucky’s, Covington 
Central Riverfront development project. 

REDI Cincinnati is the first point of contact for companies considering the 16-county, three-state 
Cincinnati region as a perfect place to locate and grow. We’re economic development experts who bring 
the area’s top business and community leaders together to ignite the regional economy. 

Sites and infrastructure are integral to the economic vibrancy of a region, and the Covington Central 
Riverfront Development project aligns with the Sites and Infrastructure pillar of REDI’s 5-year strategic 
plan. This project directly impacts two of our priority areas for investment – Urban Redevelopment and 
Class A office space. 

Redevelopment of the 23-acre riverfront site is vital to promoting long-term economic growth 
throughout the entire region. Its central location and proximity to both Northern Kentucky and 
Downtown Cincinnati make it an ideal location. The vision for the redevelopment of this site provides 
the opportunity to both attract and grow strategically identified businesses and high-paying jobs to the 
community and region.  

Recently, Ohio, Kentucky, Cincinnati, and Covington received federal funding in support of the Brent 
Spence Bridge Corridor, which is an integral component of the transportation structure for not only the 
Cincinnati region but also the nation at large. Coupling these two projects together will have a 
meaningful and lasting impact on the economic competitiveness and quality of life within the region. 

It is our pleasure to support the Covington Central Riverfront Development. If you would like additional 
information about our support, please contact Andrea Pinho, REDI Cincinnati’s director of site selection 
and real estate (apinho@redicincinnati.com; 513-579-3131). 

Thank you, 

Kimm Lauterbach 
President and CEO 



1/27/2023 

Secretary Pete Buttigieg 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

RE: Support for Covington Central Riverfront Development (former IRS site) Grant Application 

The Roebling Point Business Association enthusiastically supports the Covington Central Riverfront 
development project submitted by the City of Covington, Kentucky.  

The Roebling Point Business Association is a collaborative initiative of the businesses found in the historic 
business district at the southern end of the John Roebling Bridge, to market, develop and create a pedestrian 
friendly business environment. 

We offer our support to this project which will fill in a huge gap in an overwhelmingly pedestrian friendly city.  
As of now and in the past, the former IRS site has created a huge disconnect which has and still creates a very 
dangerous area to walk from one district to the next. 

The future of the 23 acre site has the potential to bring a city with great historical charm and walkability to 
another level, while boosting the overall economy and connectivity.  This site is a difference maker.  It’s not 
very often that an opportunity for growth happens to an area with great proximity to a city like Cincinnati.  
This property must be one of the top sites in the nation when it comes to potential economic benefits to a 
city.  It’s a game changer. 

Northern Kentucky, Covington and the Downtown Cincinnati district will all benefit from the development of 
this project.  Much attention has been given to the adjacent Brent Spence Bridge in recent months.  There is 
no doubt that you and many government officials (including President Biden) have driven past this large 
empty parcel.  That bridge is the heart of the nations economic vascular system. The former IRS site is the 
heart of an amazing city on the rise and potentially a great opportunity for the Greater Cincinnati area to land 
another major corporate partner. 

As a resident and business owner in Covington, Kentucky, I can’t be more excited about the potential of this 
generation changing opportunity. 

Thank You! 

Richard Dickmann 
Roebling Point Business Association 
President 
859‐743‐5073 
richard@smokejustis.com 



February 20, 2023 

Secretary Pete Buttigieg 

U.S. Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 

Washington, DC 20590 

RE: Support for Covington Central Riverfront Development (former IRS site) Grant 

Application 

The Salyers Group enthusiastically supports the Covington Central Riverfront development 

project submitted by the City of Covington, Kentucky.  

The Salyers Group is a diversified investment company holding assets in real estate, retail, 

entertainment, fashion, and hospitality. Our portfolio companies include The Madison 

Event Center, Hotel Covington, Donna Salyers Fabulous-Furs and Donna Salyers’ 
Fabulous-Bridal. 

In addition, the Salyers Group specializes in purchasing and rehabbing historic buildings in 

the Covington central business district. With the recently opened expansion, North by 

Hotel Covington, we were inspired by the rich history of our community and created an 

entirely new, lavish experience unlike any other. Like Hotel Covington, we have taken a 

historical building (formerly the Covington, Kentucky YMCA), preserved the history and 

integrity, and modernized the interior. After over three decades in the wedding, fashion and 

special events industry, the Salyers Group continues to couple historic elegance and charm 

with all our companies. We strive to help build a sense of community in Covington, while 

providing spaces for those to build lasting memories with family or friends. Our total 

investment in the Covington community exceeds $100 million. 

If you would like additional information about our support, please contact Guy van Rooyen 

at Gvanrooyen@salyersgroup.com or at (859)912-0102.  

The size and location of this property, and our vision for it as laid out in conceptual 

drawings, should leave no doubt of its importance. Generations from now, this will be a 

core part of Covington’s identity. We not only want but also need you to have a hand in 

shaping that.  

Thank you,  

Guy van Rooyen 

Chief Executive Officer 

20 West 11th Street, Covington, KY 41011 | www.SalyersGroup.com 

http://www.salyersgroup.com/






February 5, 2024 

To Whom it May Concern, 

The Transit Authority of Northern Kentucky (TANK) writes this letter in support of the City of 
Covington and the Covington Central Riverfront development (CCR).  

TANK is the public transportation system that provides service to Boone, Campbell, and 
Kenton Counties in Northern Kentucky, as well as downtown Cincinnati, via fixed-route mass 
transportation and paratransit services to the region. TANK is the sole public transit provider 
within the City of Covington, with 7 bus routes offering vital transportation services to 
residents. 

As such, TANK recognizes the potential for this project to enhance infrastructure, economic 
growth, and community connectivity in the area. TANK’s primary transit hub in the region, the 
Covington Transit Center, is located adjacent to the CCR site. The proposed restoration of the 
street grid and mixed-use development pattern will be beneficial to TANK, as it will increase 
population and employment numbers within a short walk to nearly every bus route in our 
network. Discussions with the City of Covington have uncovered an interest in adding TANK 
bus stops and passenger amenities—which are currently insufficient in the corridors that link 
the Clay Wade Bailey Bridge to the Covington Transit Center—into the scope of work of this 
project.  

The CCR development will help to build a strategic multi-modal transportation hub for the 
region and connect regional bus facilities with pedestrian, bicycle, and vehicular uses. With 
walkability to Covington and downtown Cincinnati’s central business district, CCR’s prime 
location in Northern Kentucky presents an opportunity to park and walk or ride to both sides of 
the river. The development’s public parking garage will offer parking accessible to TANK’s 
Covington Transit Center, future bus stops in the development, and a new water taxi service 
stop, as well as provide a location for a new Greyhound bus stop. Taken together, all of this will 
greatly expand transportation choices for residents and visitors, and we look forward to 
coordinating our efforts with the developers to ensure that transit access is easy and 
convenient for those that wish to use it. 

From our perspective, this project has the potential to be a more transit-friendly development 
than what our region has seen in many years. CCR brings with it the opportunity to establish a 
transit-rich hub in the city, foster connections, and enhance efficiency for residents, workers, 
and visitors in Covington, and TANK is glad to share our support for this endeavor. 

Thank you, 

Olivia Tussey 

Transit Planner 



Tri-State Trails is an alliance of community advocates advancing a vision to connect and expand our region’s trail network. 
We connect people and places with walkable and bikeable trails to enhance the vibrancy, equity and health of our communities. 

PO Box 14270 
Cincinnati, OH 45250 

513.541.1538 
www.tristatetrails.org 

January 30, 2023 

Secretary Pete Buttigieg 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, D.C.  20590 

Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 

Tri-State Trails supports the Covington Central Riverfront (CCR) development project submitted 
by the City of Covington, Kentucky. 

Tri-State Trails has been a longtime advocate for improved bicycle and pedestrian 
infrastructure in the City of Covington.  Most recently, we have partnered with both Covington 
and Newport, Kentucky to prepare a joint Bicycle Transportation Plan.  This plan will 
recommend and prioritize infrastructure investments to connect the active transportation 
network between the urban cores of Kenton and Campbell Counties. 

The CCR development project is proposed to include new pedestrian and bike oriented design 
elements such as sidewalks, bike parking, green space, and access to the Riverfront Commons 
trail.  As we work to make our region more walkable, bikeable, and accessible, projects like the 
CCR will ensure that redevelopment of the urban core allows for residents to not have to rely 
on a car for every trip. 

We are pleased to support this application for Covington Central Riverfront Development, a 
project that will be a core part of reconnecting Covington’s street grid to the Ohio Riverfront. 

Thank you for your consideration of this proposal. 

Sincerely, 

Wade Johnston, AICP 
Executive Director 
Tri-State Trails 







massie.house.gov 

February 13, 2024 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 

Secretary of Transportation 

U.S. Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 

Washington, DC 20590 

Dear Secretary Buttigieg, 

I am writing to express my support for the Rebuilding American Infrastructure with 

Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) Grant application submitted by the City of Covington for the 

Covington Central Riverfront development project. 

The City of Covington has purchased a 23-acre property, previously an Internal Revenue 

Service (IRS) data processing facility, which was once the area’s largest employer. Rather than 

allowing the site and existing structures to dilapidate, the city is working proactively to 

redevelop the premises. Funding from the grant would be used toward Phase 2 of the 

development which will include two levels of structured public parking, private office, 

residential, and retail space, and an outdoor area for public gatherings. 

This project will revitalize an area in my district and potentially create thousands of new 

jobs for my constituents. I ask that you give every consideration for the RAISE Grant to be used 

toward the betterment of Covington and the people of Kentucky. 

Sincerely, 

Thomas Massie 

Member of Congress 

TM/cp 
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